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Bema and Aron-Heakodesh in Mikulon 


To My Son EUGENE 
Who gave me the idea for this book 


Ne HAKODESH—The Holy Ark, the title of this volume, has a symbolic meaning. It sig- 
nifies all that is holy, dear and sweet in an essentially Jewish life. It shows its way from cradle 
as to grave. 

The first few pages of this book contain some etchings and drawings of synagogues and Aron- 


Hakodesh, notes and an article on the origin, development,esthetic and symbolic elements of the 
Aron-Hakodesh. 


The real theme of this book begins with the birth of a Jewish boy, Moishele. Under the 
mother’s song ““Waiss Tzigele”, the growing child falls asleep.... He goes to Heder, plays under 
green trees, grows to be Bar Mitzvah, goes to Yeshivah, then wedding, presents, dances. . . Holidays: 
Sabbath, Passover, Shevuoth, High Holidays, Succoth, Simhas Torah, Hanukah, Purim... Books 
he reads, songs he sings, games, jokes, humor, tales, holy and profane... folklore... Comes Age 
and Old Age, the Grandfather, the joy from children and children’s children... And finally—the 
prayer of centuries fulfilled—Israel returns to the Promised Land. 


The story is told in about 125 drawings with Yiddish and English text. The drawings are 
partly new and partly from previous books, so that the present volume may be called “the book of 
my books”, my song of songs”, and, probably, my concluding work. 
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C7 jewish pt 


wr IS ART? To this question a philosopher with a lively sense 

of humor answered: “Art is what artists do!” Simple enough. But 
who is an artist? The answer to that would be somewhat more compli- 
cated: An artist is one whose senses are sharp and acute, who has con- 
ceptions and who is able to realize them in his medium — that is, on 
paper, canvas, stone, bronze, etc. 

So far, so clear. Here a third question arises: Does an artist, be- 
cause he is so gifted, create art all the time, every day, every hour of 
his life, just because he is an artist? The answer must be: “No”. There 
are intervals between one wave of creativeness and another. While the 
interval lasts the artist is not distinguishable from other people, yet 
he is likely to be in a cloud of unhappiness, even misery. Such inter- 
vals may last weeks, months or even years. 

To cite my own art-life, I had to wait forty-three years before I 
was ready to do the work I am doing now. Waiting and hoping, I tried 
my hand at many other things until my first visit to our Eretz Israel in 
1921 when I was 48. It was then that my eyes opened to painting and 
I felt ready to serve my art. 


HAT IS true of individual artists is true of peoples. No matter 

how artistically gifted a people may be, it does not always create 
art. The people of Greece furnish a classic example of that. After the 
great art production of the ancient days more than two thousand years 
have passed and still the Greeks remain in a state of artistic exhaustion, 
unable to achieve art of value. The same is true of the Egyptians, Hin- 
dus, Japanese, Italians. The same too is the case with the Jewish peo- 
ple. Just as I had to wait forty-three years to be ready for art ex- 
pression, so my people have had to wait two thousand years in order to 
be ready for Art. 

There is a prevailing opinion that the Jews are an inartistic peo- 
ple, that they have genius for religion, ethics, philosophy, commerce 
and other things, but not for art. The truth, I maintain, is quite to the 
contrary; the Jews are specifically equipped for art. Creative ideas are 
constantly nurtured in their minds, emotions vibrate in their hearts, 
and they are always eager to express them, which must result in art. 
Jews, like the Prophets of old, are always eager to deliver a message 
to the world. They feel themselves addressing humanity and in order 
to be heard they raise their voices. In order to give fuller expression to 
their words they use their hands and limbs; it is an urge to deliver a 
message . . . and deliver it eloquently, as artists are apt to do. 


FOR HISTORIC reasons we were long prevented from expressing our- 

selves in the plastic arts, perhaps, because among other reasons, as 
a people we did not have our own “studio”, our own land in which to 
work. In the present day this mode of creativeness has burst out with 
unprecedented vigour and richness. Academies are full of Jewish stu- 
dents, museums and galleries are full of works by Jewish men and 
women of talent; leaders in many fields, in painting, drawing, sculp- 
ture, graphics, decorations and what not. Not merely in one or two 
countries, but all over the world, the Jew entered the field of art in 
great numbers and force. Here we arrive at a strange paradox—Jewish 
artists? Yes. Jewish Art? Problematic ! 


What is the meaning of this paradox? What is it that could make 
of the work of Jewish artists Jewish art? It would have to be distinctly 
national Jewish in its pattern and appearance as are all distinctly na- 
tional arts, as are the art of Japan, China, India, Egypt, ancient Greece, 
Italy, Spain and Mexico. 

Three paths would lead the Jewish artist to Jewish art. First — 
technical mastery. The Jewish artist must be technically proficient, mas- 
terful in his craft, good in the business of drawing, painting, composi- 
tion and all other aspects of art. Amateurism will not do. The Jewish 
artist is a message-carrier, and a message delivered in the language of 
art must be perfect in its form, otherwise it will fall flat, no matter how 
noble the message may be. Auguste Rodin, the great French sculptor, said: 
“Your art ideas may reach heaven but see that the knee is drawn well.” 
The Jewish artist is well qualified for that. His eyes are clear, sharp 
and good and his fingers, hands and arms follow the lead of the eye. 
Have we not excelled as miniaturists, scribes, goldsmiths, watchmakers 
and opticians? Jewish hands are good. We can name many excellent 
etchers, like Herman Struck, draftsmen like Moishe Efraim Lilian and 
legions more. 


HE SECOND consideration would be: What is a Jewish artist to do 
with his technical mastery in execution of works of art? The answer: 
is—apply it to Jewish themes, serve his own people with his art, devote 
it to Jewish subjects. All the great arts that bore a national counte- 
nance came about by the employment of the themes native to the peoples 
among whom they arose. Only by presenting the life of their people did 
the great artists arrive at a national style, the only thing that counts 
in the history of art. 
I hear my critics ask: “But what is there to do in Jewish thematics? 
A beard and tallith again and again? There is very little for an artist 
in Jewish subject matter.” In my opinion such people simply have no 
understanding of the matter. There is hardly another people on earth 
as rich in themes as is our people. That is because we live a three-dimen- 
sional existence, as no other people does. We live in our past as far 
back as Abraham, we repeat the experience of the Exodus from Egypt 
every year, we carry our past with us as if it were an organic part of our 
existence.The second dimension of our existence is the present, a dimen- 
sion full of intensity, full of tragic moments but also of triumphs. We 
live also in our future, we have ideals for which we live, ideals set for us 
by our prophets, to be realized in the days to come. 


N° OTHER people experiences such a three-dimensional existence. 

Some know only one dimension—the present; others live in the two 
dimensions—the past and the present ... rarely in three, equally vivid 
and intense. What does that signify for the Jewish artist? It means a 
great variety of Jewish themes. The past with its Biblical figures, 
stories, miracles, prophecies, old books to illustrate like the Pirkey 
Ovoth, Song of Songs, Psalms, Proverbs and so many more gems of 


spiritual grandeur, wisdom, ethics and humor. Those themes have been 
but little touched by art. Such treatment as they were given was by 
non-Jewish artists, who portrayed their subjects with evangelical ap- 
pearance and non-Hebrew faces and expression. It is time for the Jew- 
ish artist to give the Bible a Jewish face in art—a gigantic proposition. 

The present is no less rich for a Jewish artist who wants to be an 
artist of his people. The everyday life of a Jew is full of material. Con- 
sider our models, our individual types. Nothing is more monumental 
than a fine figure of an old man, a Jewish patriarch, sitting bent over a 
book—better called a Sefer. There is a big difference between a book 
and a Sefer. A book is a brief encounter, you read it through and dis- 
card it. Not so with a Sefer. You never read it through once and for all. 
The reading is usually in fragments, a page, a passage upon which you 
dwell. The Sefer is of a large format with broad margins around the 
text. Upon those margins there are traces of tears, candle grease, notes 
of births, deaths, marriages, Yahrzeits and other of life’s marks. 

The margin of a Sefer is as significant for the reader as the text 
itself, and when an old patriarch, rich in years and experience, sits in 


“THE MAN WITH THE SEFER” 
silence by the light of a lamp, the picture for a Jewish artist 1s magni- 
ficent. Maurice Maeterlinck, the Belgian poet, said: “When I see an old 
man bent over his book by the light of a candle in the silence of the 
night, it seems to me that the whole universe is listening to the sound 
a fallen hair from his head is making upon the page.” And when ten 


Jews sit together and study Torah the Shechinah rests over them. (Pir- 
key Ovoth). 


N° LESS fine a picture is that offered by two Jews playing chess with 

the customary kibitzer peering from behind, or a group telling sto- 
ries, smiling, laughing . . . because, tragic as our life is, our sense of 
humor never abandoned us. And what about our women-folk, at home, 
with the children, at licht-bentchen, and our children in Cheder? The 
every day life of a Jew is rich, as only an intense people could enrich it. 
In the street, in the market place, in the synagogue, in moments of joy 
such as weddings, in holidays, play, mournings. What, too, of the Chas- 
sidic genre? And the constant discussions upon the park benches! Why. 
endless is the selection of subjects for a Jewish artist, if only he has 
love for his people, their faces, their souls, their ways of life, if only 
he has understanding of their warm humanity. Nothing in the world 
is of greater charm and expressiveness. 

And now the third dimension—the future. There are dreams and 
ideals for us in our future stretch of life as a people, because our re- 
birth as a nation is not a short “come-back”. A Kabbalist might caleu- 
late at least five thousand years of existence ahead for us! We need all 
of the years—because we have to bring about the “Malchuth Shomayim” 
on earth. The Jewish artist could paint some of these visions. Israel, 
the land of our beginnings and future, forms the center for all such 
wisdom. While the past could be presented in the classic style, and the 
present in realistic manner, the future could be kept in symbolic or mys- 
tic tones. 


* * * * 


SILL, THE main object is not quite reached yet. The technical ma- 
turity, the Jewish theme, are to lead the Jewish artist to the forma- 
tion of a Jewish way in the plastic arts, that is, to a Jewish style. 

A people which has a distinct national physiognomy creates and car- 
ries a distinct pattern of the world, life and people, and expresses that 
pattern in its arts. You can easily recognize such a pattern in the deli- 
cate outlines and flat tints of the Japanese woodblocks, or in the rich 


color-saturated oil paintings of the Italian Renaissance, the graceful and 
joyful painting of the French, the monumentality of ancient Egypt and 
so on. We Jews have it already expressed in our literature, in our thea- 
tre as the Habimah presents it, in our music, in our many other expres- 


“A NEW. UNWILLING PUPIL” 


sions. Why is it so difficult to have it realized in the plastic arts? Per- 
haps it is because our painters and sculptors are too much under the 
influence of the surrounding arts. Or perhaps Jewish art needs a reve- 
lation through a genius like Rembrandt to show us conclusively how 
Jewish art in a Jewish style would look if achieved. 
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L=t ME now offer some ideas as to the form Jewish art may take. 

We are cast between two art-orientations, East and West. The whole 
East, beginning with Egypt and including Persia, India, China, Japan 
and all others of the Orient, have their art in two space-dimensions, that 
is, in outlines and flat coloring, like manuscripts or plates or walls. It 
is a story-telling art, a language with images instead of words. Counter- 
posed to that is the art of the West. Beginning with Greece and continu- 
ing through Italy, Spain, France, Holland, England and the rest, the 
art of the West is shaped in three space-dimensions, that is, in the 
round and is used as a carrier of esthetic as well as intellectual values. 


Is our Jewish art going to join the East to which we belonged a 
good half of our history, or is it going to follow the West with whom we 
have shared life for the second half of our national existence? 


First of all, I think Jewish art will use the linear technique pre- 
dominantly. It will accentuate drawing more than painting in the man- 
ner of all the Oriental arts. Color will be used in rich tonalities, not 
for its own sake, but for the sake of the lines, to make the drawing more 
eloquent, like the work of manuscripts or murals. It will be a story- 
telling genre, ideas and ideals containing art, not art for art’s sake, but 
art for life’s sake. 


It is not inconceivable that we will create a new orientation. Per- 
haps in two-and-a-half dimensions. There are indications of such a syn- 
thesis in the art of Mexico—flat and bold on the same surface. 


THERE ARE other problems for the approaching Jewish style in art 

to solve: Are we going the way of Rembrandt or the way of Picasso? 
Are we going to follow the manner of complete perfect finish of our 
art work, where only the message of the artist, and not his hand, is 
seen? Or the way of the impressionists, or formalists for whom the 
main thing is to show the craftsman’s virtuosity, his cleverness, tem- 
perament, fancy and hand instead of his soul? 


These are all problems for the Jewish artist and for Jewish art to 
solve—and they will be solved. The Jewish artist of today has turned 
his face, mind and heart to his people. The art energy and creativeness 
accumulated through two thousand years will lead him to a distinctly 
Jewish art, which will be a source of happiness for his own people and 
a contribution to the history of Art, for all peoples. 
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And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them a 
fringe upon the corners of their garments --- 
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Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 
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On kindling the lights, say :— 
Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 
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‘And God made the two lights. 
It is fit and proper that two 
lights should rule, the greater 
light (the sun) by day and the les= 
ser light (themoon) by night. lhe 
lesson we derive ts that the 'na- 
le rules by day to regulate hiss 
household and to bring foodand 
sustenance into it. When night 
arrives, thefernale takes cornm- 
and, and she rules the house,as 
itis written: ’she rises while it 
ts still night and giveth food to 
her house" —she andnot he. 

Thus the dominion of the 
day belongs to the male and the 
dominion of the night to the 

female... 
‘e Zohar — Gbereshith ) 
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THE GIVING OF THE LAW 


“In the third month after the children of Israel had gone forth 
out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilder- 
ness of Sinai. When they had departed from Rephidim, and they 
had come to the wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the wilder- 
ness; and there Israel encamped before the mount. And Moses 
went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying: ‘Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, 
and tell the children of Israel: Now therefore, if you will hearken 
to my voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then you shall be 
My own treasure from among all peoples for all the earth is 
Mine.’ And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, 
and set before them all these words which the Lord commanded 
him. And then all the people answered together, and said: ‘All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses reported the 
words of the people unto the Lord. 
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Bless ye the Lord who is to be blessed. 
Congregation: 
Blessed be the Lord who is to be blessed for 
ever and ever. 


Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the uni- 
verse, who hast chosen us from all peoples, and hast given 
us Thy Law. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who givest 
the Law. 

After the reading of a Section of the Torah, the following 

Blessing is said: 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our .God, King of the uni- 
verse, who hast given us the Law of truth, and_hast 
planted everlasting life in our midst. Blessed art Thou, 
O Lord, who givest the Law. 
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.Lasked him: tabbi, how is tt that ofall 
peoples of the world only the Jems sway to 
and fro when they study the lorah, a habit 
which seems to come naturel to ther, and 
they are unable to keep still ed 
And he replied : .... This thing alone is 
sufficient to distingutsh the holy soul of Ise 
rael from the souls of heathers peoples. The 
souls of Israel have beer hewt from the 
fly lamp, asits writtere : The spirit of man 
isthe Lamp of the Lord”... Now, orice this 
Lamp has heen kindled /rom the jorah, 
Like the flame of a candle, it never séa= 
ses for an instant. So wher ar Lsraelive 
has said one word of the Jordhe , alight 
iskindled in his soul and he cannotkep 
Still, but sways to and fro like the flame 

of a candle, wick, or oll lamp". 
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HOW THE ‘“‘WISE MEN OF HELM’’ BECAME ‘‘WISE’’ 


ONCE upon a time the Girl-Angel Rochele flew around with 
two bags in her hands, one bag filled with wisdom, the other with 
follies to be distributed among cities and men. On her way a terri- 
ble storm, with rain, snow, hail, thunder and lightning, broke out. 
Her two bags were torn to pieces just when she was flying over the 
city of Helm. All the wise words, deeds and ideas and all the fol- 
lies fell down upon its people, all mixed up, so that the follies, that 
made the men of Helm so famous, turned into wisdom. How did 
that happen? Simply, the follies seemed, next to wisdom, so devas- 
tatingly foolish that they began to resemble wisdom, even great 
wisdom. Also because they radiated goodness, warmheartedness, 
giving fun, joy, creating sympathy and love for people, things that 
are perhaps the greatest wisdom of life after all. Many stories are 
being told about the “Wise Men of Helm’. We intend to relate in 
a free version some of them. 


"DYIIN, JVIRVYI WIM YTS ayaSpd os 1 


DIVA YK PR pyr ony wm odo nqwNo x yn px sepa 
JOPOIND WX — TOMPWK] OM PRI AVY NY X PX Mw ww pRr PK 
“DVNOY AYO NIA NR TINIAYIONN ONT TW .oyOw NR woayn Pw vr 
IMT PYT PNY YR .prosa NR sya Daw oy ew wn pn 


—BPYD AyDN PrbSyA PN oT TYTN BPH PINNYA JORWYY TN OYE 


PR PPROYAMAN PX OW MYIOMN PT JIRA MIN PX wPweIN: yon 
Jyneys YT yobyn won ypwoa yox mp ms MN Jody DROW WT 
ONT PR MIN ON NIM TANNYA TYIMT VSNOYA HM INA PT PARA TK 
TANT YT TR WOUND PINOW CUR TyNYA TIT TOPW WI OT PT ARNYI 
ONT MT PD Mana .NvN YONA 1 NVM M1 TYTOMN yD WIN 
OMPDOMID VORWIND JANT ON WPM NX OYPODIA LM qwo>y2 
TWN TAIN YOOYIA OT INT PN ONT ONT WyDd PR por TD 
ywoIyy 

T?yN V2 .DMIN AyNdbyD oT TAYN K>»¥IYT FN WoAWY JOR 
TD yoyopy poe TWIN MID AT 


»/ 
os 


— 
s 


ee ee 
WON/77 Sad, % 


Catt 


\oe_ 


> te 
et » ) 
ey 


58 


61 


yOourwd OT SYDR FIYOW FON yw! say yO MA WT vy»OW 
AVON °F  WEXE JDAN OPI? .OIN PII Tr OYA PX Ty 
2 1TR WANT TIX 

DIN MY WIND WAX WS RX PN’O .yIA pWN wayr vosysy2, 
PTO AVON KR PNR OYWYA ONT MN MN PRY NR OY PP ayy Tw 
SYONIA R PND... OT OF 707 YIY, TD VYDIN OT ONT PN TWN 
“IVSOIY PP ROI PNR WO NR PIN PIN To 

TIO N YDByA w¥ oT NX todos YT ND AwWYA oT PN IN TIN 
AV TY 


SpAT Ap Ow 3) NS NT YEN “PT ONTTINE 


NPNT WoO AT Son ONTND sOMIDNIND Pr ya Iyn>y2 sms 
PUYPIIT YIVIPN PY WI IVT IW ORT PMR N| Wweow 5a NX yy x 
25> Sy obars Sopny yORM Pr INP TY INN 

yIMT JPN ONT AD WT .BD yOMN RW PYM Ty pyr 
wn 8 0) PYSVIY JPN Yyy/o” ; VARTA TN PIN yrayI2 yor 
Sn pr Wd NW) WT IW LORNA WANNA Rw DRX TN 
sy mxde Sop vom TORTOND wo Pr Ody Sw owas WT TT INP 
“PANY NOM PPR NR PIN TOON JWT Wo x yaxT Dn 

"2 YPRO, 

SXD yoy. Wo oFPR oyT vdoybya od dw ray ay 2, 
Syoya Samy ayrmnx obetand yop nyt JON v>ybya CMe .Dy3T 
MTIDR YD OY SY WINNS INOW .OYIyIPK PT INS 

rosy SyuIWD x 


PES WD WIS NS DYN TWO X Ow wy sk 


:Tabm OYT Od IND PN IX API |X P7 pet) 

“PIX OD TYIyA VON YT ON OY¥IP>I °F Jay WOD woTy 17, 
/OYSPIA YIVOYA JWI JINI IW PR IK JPR WT 21 PR 

MAIIIN 713 yr 

“OPEPIA Pr PVN MY NR PT Vy .WX NR IIT YM FAINT I, 

“I PY RI DIVAP JVMP mM wMwya xX vor, 

Soma VINT /miyavnm yrsyo>oT INB NX DINSWYIDN ANT PN, 
m2 Tom WA ONN MY NR PIVTVA YX PY PR PINT PN 2 NI, 
“BRY 7)? 

6 PRO PREY PPP WI PK AT VE N -YOAPAI 8, 

YOON NX OOTINAYAION YPNO ON TIN PYNR IW WT WT PN 
POW XN PIN 8 VVSYAPYNN TWDVIMMID NPN Tn wv MWD wy 
a} BPA ON WIA MN OYA TINY PNT 77 YoIPAD PT WwW DAN 
SWYOYI FHI v2 WK 

“yopx taba IT poor Pr ONT AIVDW IOI NR PR pay T 
Sopyiw & TANT OOMYA PT PX ayy) Oa yowoyap X PR ooyow 
YO XR AYOWOyIP AT WIVPPID INI TFIWNYA PR IY yy WN 
PY CT PAVIA OYMy> ow OAT JNO I pow NR oxAyA 2° pyr 
W TVO PYM PN /VPIMNI wy OY ONT poor PNY NX PTWAyA TN 
PW MY NR PR ANT ON, :PORVW OM PMYIO IW PIR OW Ps 
yoy PORT OYE. OTD PT YpoyN ONN 

FRNA PR PR PRY OYT PMYT ONT oypwaya TF yaa IN 
yo OBRXY N WT PRO VO WT ON WP, JANN OT PR WHY] 
YR NR IRD DDN ON VI PR PONY TON 2 ,ARIYIWN PT OYA 

YOMYWIND N TNX -VPVOND ONT ONT UN 1D 7a9T wl WYOWIND 
QyPN Prody vdyow ayn JAN WT PR PUNY SX¥ ayT I yey>w 
“9ND WX DOBYIW N TYAN IAYT Pr von py? oT AyawoyIp oO”. BX 
R FINDA PR VY PT TD M1 OPKIVT TR, OMTIRD Pr TPP 
DRY 

PR BY YT pay AwyTN vymy yw vYXT IyawoyIP IW 
mn INP oO ToIpyax ada TWIT poor PNR .wX OT PWAyAyY 
JOONIYABN ON ONA WAY? ONIN AY IT 

PR NX VND, SYMP WT DOW -“DINIVIDN TN /WINIYIBN ON, 
youn 7 IHW wyI’D TIN [Py JINR YIPT WWD OY PVN PN YT ON 
LA phte) 

PPR NX WT TD 9D WANK WX KX PND, JO? VINVY /”YPRY, 
DRY PP O22 TX V¥ N YPNO PN’O IN -NITy yn 

pT TANT NITY PIT NX VEX N yayaya IK IW IT oXA 

JD IWYIIVYIIN 

ova BX PI Loyow yIyT II X MX vT ITN yor vpyrw 
pI’ CMR ON WD y>e¥IyT .POByIW TI NX voy] Ayawoy 7? 
PR PY MT po IT XY SYN] OTA WNIT RY NX ON IX K ON 
NY X PD OF DYIIND 

DRY NX TT PR’. oyonpay wr aw “ayy Ina TRY, 

YY RX VND IN VENP XN WONT OW, oor Ow w 7X XR PW, 
ERY PP WI TK 

“27 DIX P22 Way, 


2 RINTYI O° APT PS ONTIND 


SyDX Pyby JONI X wy RAYR 32D JON N TaN Tpmeys oT 
Wow I Ny O72 DX WH PN INT PP yaya yor yr 
IN PT NN Woon TyT yr ON I WPM WIT .YEYIY INS 
JON I OVBY PYIMI PTIyOW ym. WAPI 

“2 IMONTYA O PR ION ONT PN, OT PAYID ,”ONIIND, 

:DIYDOIVYA TIN PYOW yO PT WoYA BNO N 39 WT UNA 

“UN OD PN ON INT WY wWw oY 2702 XT PR OPOWIND ON, 
“POY JORPD PR aywsariw YD 

“TYPRO — AN, 

TUYDOIYIND TYP ONT DD IMT WY JWI VIVTNRNRA 7ANT TF PIN 
Sd ome: por 


JIIWN AYDIWE N 


“DAN IN ID OY JOA yymipya PX Sanya sayn>yo “pass S 
ONIN JWT PN’O AI VM WANT, = IYDANRIIND TIX Wpayoys 
PUT OWIAY PIN PD ANI OWI PI WWI TW}? X ORT MD X WN 
PR ONN ...YOVAPNR NR PII Wn ORT ANN IWrIIDX ISI own 
“2NlawWN N WH ONT 

DAYPYA WORT NWI PIT, AD WOM II YANT LAYOIWD XR, 
DwWIn MIT TX PT Oy vay>yr CF ONT DwWIN MNT LN PT YN 
PPT PR PIT PY PTT TYTN WO IYIVN waprys yIeIA PR oA 
51 DD PT ONT TIN -OPAN 2 YDIWE X PN PAWN WT 


Wry BYT QOININS ONT [pA 


PRIVY .wWIwA Me. Iyer PR waw NR ayabys oF 2 PKR wpa 
PIN DNR OJIN? OT PR TRIP ooyya way>D ay .wow WIA NR IW 
TR PIRI IWy>y ATA PR way wy wn .miw>o w PX 7 
"T PN TPR? 7A TM VINPYA WD PIR O° oT APAIN PMA Jnw 
"82 ADON TYAN? NR PA ya?yd °F JANA .o»x-nimbo a ostNd 
ST TVIIVIA TIN IWVYIVD YON PD OTN YON TyMyIIE YoIIIN TON>W 
TVW PR PT MD IRI WIkP YT PNR ONT SY www OW RW Iw 
YPINIP YIP w- YONPI PR PT TBYPwWMIN VINIPD TINT 02 TR 
Reh) 

“PIVWYA PT IND Ww OYT VPININD yndyd oF TANT UN ON 
DRY 


oiidary ok Sa 


39 OD OS APAD MT NN wobt Wd IT TyRMIPyYA ITN pet 
YW OT yp PNR ONT, :DAYIDYA DON PR Tyyw yoy 7” 
“yaaa? oF 

"T, :TROYD INT N DD WT ONT POON JED WAN TEN X TN 
“mia 

“2 ONIND 277325 7, 

SYaN 7705 oT .popa:d on YO PR’O TN aNOYMA BIW TTT DD, 
/OUAX AVN DVT TT Ol INP WV TN WYP PNX’O Ty HII Yo 


WT pw 


STOTT PND XP IAN INA OT Py ONTIIND, — TN ps 
“27982 ND WA 
TINA WT OIND WYVOY IW? PSINNE YY PN WASP IVT 21, 


TO NS 


DR TAD OF2 PIN IDK WYNY N WS Iwa vx Imo spmdys SN 
“INT PR VD IPIND ON, : OR IW way Xn 

OWI s PW WAR PR PNT yyy? voypway 

“2 OYT PD TO NIX PR VIN ONY PR 2 1TVW IYI, 

DYT TID Pr ONT TAYE pom wr DIY PIT Uk DI — KRW, 
eee JONI 


60 


63 


TINT 
_Seacher 


WAW 
Sexton 


VORSIWYA “FT VYDN us yyrya 


eS 
Buses 


YT UN DVIBARIWON' 


YaARr- YORU 
Parerits 


ay) arn 


Pa 


DOINSRIAVON 


- 
arbxn WIZ IND VT 


yey yser Ayr VO |W RNR PRM & OD DAVUyA WINTAIWIR YIWOVT FR NTR VaAYdyA wn 
NO Ng whsnome sya by} Oost Por" wayn|ya oN ype ~T jay Yvne JOR NIP IwA VONT" 
TRYIIY ON PR oy WINI PR ANO VWNyoya FN ayn TS papoa Pa vpn MIaN~Jrsa IST 7PM 
jays 77a vpn vy a iw Vie .DYT NN Jr INS [yay 13) Nayeca yy bur a Jra> TP VIPs TR Iw uUpiys Ty aR 
yea Syn ssywoyn aR Ton IT 2 ont Oyo wa JART JaTIyuyI 'Sxya"yagyT Tr yn OMT Spx PT 
tories jayy pp IRN ORM: TAyIA Vy Tp DIN IN 2mpoayno yYWt-ONN WOT WT AMIN TNLpysviy 
wyn ATP ANIDN AT TN IN . TTI JIN TAY, JPR Vrs VD NO anny TM ,JART OTN WIN byn 
ye Sen oynayes “TT Dyonm JUTRAN ws 77, JST YT JOYA MT PR IVT PANIONIR ]yaTp WA 
;Dyuor yosy? yra vorswysa SyWIYN WAND NTN JK prT2ysp ;2 
JR RWW pA TS wayspA 11 


The great jester and joker, Herschele Astropoler, was born in Balta, Ukraine, during the 
second half of the 18th century, of very poor parents. Being a dynamic, clever person, blessed 
with an unusual sense of humor, joy of life, and optimism, he barely eked out an existence for 


himself and family. Endless jokes are being attributed to him. He not only lived laughing, but 
died with a joke and smile upon his lips. 
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Hershele Astropoler 
the great joker and wit 


66 


aS 


es 


BS 


7) Aaa era 
(Ballet) 


tae 


69 


N 


PIIOD PN URPOD PS ADIIND PS TDN 
There is none like our God, none like our Lord, none 
like our King, none like our Saviour. 
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(Fete conflict between Asmodai and the fioly King is developedand fought through not direc« 
tly by theHing, but by His angels. Their numbers is countless. 0 Judah said, that a thousa/id 
and five hundred and fifty myriades of choristers chant Aymmns to God when day breaks. Tho- 
usand and five hundred and forty eight-at midday, and thousand five hundred and ninely 
myriades at the time which ts called “betweerthe evenings Over those who sing tn the mor 
nings ts appointed ore named Hernan. Over those in the evenings ~ one Hamed Jeduthurn, at ni= 
ght-time - one called Asaph. — This might be the meaning ofone ofthe raines giver to 
God — Lord of Hosts. (INS #) 

When God created the world, He assigned all things totheir respe ctive sides, and appointed 

over them celestial powers, so that there is not even a tiny herb without 2 supervisor... 

And whatever they do is done through the power of that heavenly control. They are all 

yigidly assigned, and none leaves tts appointed sphere. (Zohar, Hedoshim) 

The army of angels has mat spheres ard classes of different assingments. To some of then 
is giver. charge over good met to keep them tr all their ways... » They shall hear thee lpon 

their hands, lest thou strike thy foot againsta stone: There are Sabbath angels, angels 

of peace, tninistering angels (777 *IR27). There are the Holy Chayoth to adorn in glory ab= 
ove the celestial chariot. The Seraphim, Ophanim, Shtnartrn, Cherubirn, Galgalim to render 
praise unto Hin. All of therm stand in the hight of the universe and procddiim ir unison: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the King of Hosts, the Whole earth is full of (is glory.” 

There are angels that guard the sleep of nar as the prayer goes: Nay Michael beatmy 
right hand, Gabriel at my left, before me llriel, behind me kaphad,and above me the divine 
presence of God; because —..in His hand I placemy spirit (177 TPIQN TTA ) 

R. Simeon of the Zohar said ...v And birds to fly above the earth... Birds’ refers to the angel 
Michael of whom tt is written :, and one of the Seraplum ftew to me’ To fly” also refers 
to Gabriel of whom tt is written: "I had seer him to fly guickly upor the earth.” 
Kaphaedl ts chatged to heal the earttt and man of ynaladies. And Llriel, Vutrtel, Razlel, 
Hadariel,.. all in chatge of the Holy Mysteries, dysterturm tremerdurm’, that surrourd 
Gods Majesty. — There are argels of even higher position, called “the princes Sf Gods Dre= 
sence, Sar-Ha-Farim (27977 71). The most important of therm ts orre by rane WVetatror2, 
or Vahoel, or Joel, the first of seventy nares of him. This angel, fetatror, statids be= 
side Gods throne. Of the same rank ts also the argel Anafiel ... 

When told to die, Moses begs Metatron to intercede with God for him. But the angel answered: 
Stis useless, for [ heard words that thy prayet will not be answered”. Whert God satto~ 
wed forthe death of Moses-Metatron fell dowre before lita and consoled (Vir. 

God instructs prernaturely died children inthe oral during the last quarter of theday, 
Metatron during the other three quarters, Metatron is also called the righty Scribe tre 
Heaven, like Enoch. Johar thinks that (fetatron ts only 2 little lower ther God. Ge- 
matry, that is the rutabers of Metatron and Shaddat correspord. elatrott also 17earas 
palace -and one of Gods names ts f-lace(arpr). elatror ts also the guide to all te 
tresurles of /leaveri. 

Not all angels are of serene disposition. Whert Moses entered heavert art angel armed 
Gazarniel carne up tohiin with flames of fire to wound *oses. But loses rnertio= 
ned 7 certain Holy Name which has twelve letters... The angry arigel was utterly 
confused... 

There is rach more to the very rich design of the angelology of the Kabbalats The 
drawings and the few lines here aim only to indicate the subject. 
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‘Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: 


praise him in the heights. *Praise ye him, all his angels : 
praise ye him, all his hosts. *Praise ye him, sun and moon : 
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And allof them open their mouths in holiness 
and purity, with song and pralm, while 


ae bless and praise, 

a ne me . . DO'B*1VAI 
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eae Sovereioniy to They all respond in untson and exclaim withowe: Holy, Holy, Fel ye. ? : ow AN 
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BAAL SHEM TOV AND THE 
POOR DEAD SOULS 


The brother in law of Rabbi Israel, the Baal Shem Tov, 
did not believe in his power. So he decided to watch him, 
and came to visit his sister, and remained over Sabbath. 
He saw Baal Shem Tov prepare for the Mincha prayer on 
Friday afternoon very early. Early indeed he began to 
pray, and when he reached the benediction he remained 
standing silent on his feet for four hours, his face in agony, 
till at last he concluded the Mincha. 


“Why all that, why four hours?” asked Rabbi Gershon. 
“Stay here for the next Friday, I will teach my way of say- 
ing the Mincha, and you will then understand,” says to 
him Baal Shem Toy. The truth was that when Baal Shem 
‘Tov reached the words: “Blessed art Thou, who quickenest 
the dead” myriads of dead souls came rushing to him beg- 
ging to be put in his prayer so that his prayer may carry 


them to heaven. Helping those poor souls took him so many 
hours. But as soon as the voice of the Shekinah pronounced: 
“Holy, Holy” no more souls could be admitted to heaven 
and Baal Shem Tov concluded his Mincha prayer. 


On the next Friday when Rabbi Gershon was to begin 
the Mincha, Baal Shem Tov whispered to him the sacred 
word and said: ‘“‘Now you will understand my difficulties” 
and stood aside, waiting to see what will happen, when 
Rabbi Gershon says the words: ‘‘Blessed art Thou who 
quickenest the dead.” At that moment a terrible rush of 
myriads of souls came upon Rabbi Gershon, begging, cry- 
ing and shrieking so much that Rabbi Gershon fell upon 
the ground and fainted with fear. Then the Baal Shem Tov 
took over the prayer, and the plight of the poor souls. Also 
comforting the poor Rabbi Gershon. 


BAAL SHEM TOV 
re bw- bya beau 


The founder of Hassidism 


Rabbi Israel (1700-1760) called the Baal Shem Tov, that is, the Master of the Good Name, 
because, as it was said, he could invoke the name of God in helping people, body and soul. He 
was a dreamer, a lover of nature. He would retreat to the fields and woods to learn about plants 
and animals. They felt a friend in him, and would gather around him, like people did. He was 
kind, sympathetic, joyful and humble. He was nearest to plain and simple folks, teaching that 
not only in learning is salvation, but more so, in joyful prayer, good deeds, songs and dance, stories 
and legends. “Serve God with Joy” he would say. And so a great saving movement, Chassidism, 
came to being. 
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Demons, evil drearns,and evil spirits. 


AF ve bore Cain From the filth of the serpent... from him decended all the 


wicked generations, evil spirits and dernons.... A fernale carne who was alled 
Naamah, from whorn rssued other spirits and demons.... She goes forth 
and makes ...sport with men, and conceives from therm tre their lustful rears... 

The sons whom she bears from such dreams of human beings show them- 
selves to the females of mankind, who becarne pregnant fromm them and 
bring forth spirits, and they all go to the ancient Lilith, who brings therm up... 

... This happens when arnan does not sanctify himself, but yet does not pur: 
posely try to defile himself, nor actualy do so. Ln such cases she has power 
over thebody, butnot the spirit. Sometimes it happens that Naarats goes 
forth to have intercourse with men, and a mar ts linked with her tn lust.and 
then suddenly wakes and awa claspshis wife though his rein is still full 
ofthe lust of hi's drearn. [rn that case the son so born ts ofthe side of Naarrah... 
... [his is the man who receives a blemish on every New Moor. Sor Lilith ne= 
ver gives them up, but at every New/foon she goes forth and vistts all thase 
whom she had brought up, and makes sport witts therm, hence this marire= 
ceives 2 blernish at that tine. These things Hing Solomon revealed tr 
the book of Asmodat, and we find therein 2 thousara atid follr Auridedata 
lve tnanners of defilerment, whic can affect rnanhind. 
Alas for mankind that they close their eyes and observe rot, nor take any 
heed how they are preserved tithe world. (ouncel and healing are be= 
fore ther, but they heed not, for they carrot deliver thernselves save by 
the councel of the lorah, as tt is writer: Ve shall sanctify yourself,and ye 
shall be holy, for L arn the Lord, Your God." 
(Behar, Ahare Moth, Leviticus .) 
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Prophet Elijah being taken 
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the Three Patriarchs 


Abraham , Isadc , and Jacob 
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And he brought him forth abroad, and said: Look now 
toward the heaven, and count the stars, if thou be able to count 
them: And He said unto him: So shall thy seed be. 
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And Isaac dug again the wells of water, which they had 

dug in the days of Abraham his father, and which the Philistines 


had stopped after the death of Abraham; and he called their 
names after the names by which his father had called them. 
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thts De And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, and said: 
I am the God of Abraham thy father; fear not, for I am with 
thee, and I will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for the sake of 
Abraham my servant. 
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And he said unto him: What is thy name? and he said: 


Jacob. 
And he said: Not Jacob shall any more be called thy name, 
but Israel , for thou hast striven with God and with men, and hast 
prevailed. 

And Jacob asked him, and said: Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
mname. And he said: Wherefore dost thou ask after my name? 
m And he blessed him there. 

! And Jacob called the name of the place Peniél : For I 
have seen an angel of God face to face, and my life hath been pre- 
served. 
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Isaiah 


The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

And it shall come to pass in the latter days, 
that the mountain of the Lornp’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. And many peoples shall go 
and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lorp, to the house of the God of 
Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 


forth the law, and the word of the Lorp from 
Jerusalem. And he shall judge between the 


nations, and shall reprove many peoples: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. 
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Ezekiel’s Vision 


The hand of the Lorp was upon me, and he 
carried me out in the spirit of the Lorn, and 
set me down in the midst of the valley ; and it 
was full of bones; and he caused me to pass by 
them round about: and behold, there were very 
many in the open valley; and lo, they were 
very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, 
can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord 
Gop, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, 
Prophesy over these bones, and say unto them, 
O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lorn. 
Thus saith the Lord Gop unto these bones : 
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 
and ye shall live. And I will lay sinews upon 
you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye 
shall live; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lorv. Sol prophesied as I was commanded: 
and as I prophesied, there was a_ noise, and 
behold an earthquake, and the bones came 
together, bone to his bone. And I beheld, and 
lo, there were sinews upon them, and flesh 
came up, and skin covered them above: but 


there was no breath in them. Then said he 
unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live. So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding 
great army. Then he said unto me, Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: 
behold, they say, Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost ; we are clean cut off. There- 
fore prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Gop: Behold, I will open your graves, 
and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you into the 
land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am 
the Lorp, when I have opened your graves, 
and caused you to come up out of your graves, 
O my people. And I will put my spirit in you, 
and ye shall live, and I will place you in your 
own land: and ye shall know that I the Lorp 
have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lorn. 
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THE PROPHET 
JE REM Aj, 


Tue words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, 
of the priests that were in Anathoth in the 
land of Benjamin: to whom the word of the 
Lorp came in the days of Josiah the son of 
Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of 
his reign. It came also in the days of Jehoi- 
akim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, unto 
the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah 
the son of Josiah, king of Judah; unto the 
carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth 
month. 

Now the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee, and before thou camest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee; I have appointed 
thee a prophet unto the nations. Then said 
I, Ah, Lord Gop! behold, I cannot speak : for 
I am a child. But the Lorp said unto me, 
Say not, I am a child: for to whomsoever | 
shall send thee thou shalt go, and whatsoever 
I shall command thee thou shalt speak. Be 
not afraid because of them: for I am with thee 
to deliver thee, saith the Lorp. Then the 
Lorp put forth his hand, and touched my 
mouth; and the Lorp said unto me, Behold, 
I have put my words in thy mouth. 
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The Prophet Amos 
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THE PROPHET 
OBADIAH 


DOM, one of the neighboring nations, was considered as 
descendant of Esau, Jacob’s brother. 


Obadiah condemns Edom for its unseemly aid to Judah’s 


enemies, for standing by while Judah was destroyed, and 
finally, for even rejoicing at its fall. 


“For the violence done to your brother Jacob, 
Shame shall cover you, and you shall be cut off forever.” 


Prophet Hosea 


Israel-an un aithful wtfe 
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The Prophet Joel 


OEL, the son of Pethuel, otters,sympatny, pity, and plenty 

in the name of God,.in reward for repentance. He predicts 

a locust plague and drought, the like of which had never 

een witnessed. It was a vision of utter devastation and despair 

hat would be followed with great spiritual development of 
yankind. 


“Tt shall come to pass afterward, 
That I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh.” 
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THE PROPHET 
NAHUM 


HE mind of Nahum was preoccupied with the world 
power, Assyria, which was then the nightmare of the 
neighboring nations. With prophetic vision and poetic 

passion, he vividly predicts the destruction of the universal 
enemy which he symbolizes as lions. Its cities, towers and 
rulers will be crushed. New tribes of fierce, primitive races on 
horseback appear on the horizon, coming to destroy the cruel 
power of Assyria and its metropolis, Nineveh. 
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The Prophet Micha 
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PROPHET DANIEFL 


Now, O king, establish the prohibition, and sign the writ- 
ing, that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes 
and Perisians, which is not to be repealed. 


In view of this king Darius signed the writing and the 
prohibition. 


Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he 
went up unto his house, where he had open windows in his upper 
chamber in the direction of Jerusalem; and three times every day 
he kneeled upon his knees, and prayed, and offered thanks be- 
fore his God, as he had been doing before that time. 


Then came in these men tumultuously, and found Daniel 
praying and making supplication before his God. 


Then came they near, and spoke before the king con- 
cerning the king’s prohibition: Hast thou not signed a prohibi- 
tion, that every man that will pray [for aught] of any god or 
man, within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into 
the den of lions? The king answered and said: The thing is cer- 
tainly so, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which 
cannot be repealed. 
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THE PROPHET 
ZEPHANIAH 


EPHANIAH was a resident of Jerusalem, and perhaps of 
noble or royal blood. He had the difficult task of aiding 
the virtuous King Josiah of Judah in reforming the 

moral and religious character of the people. 

After ably contemplating the unbearable situation he pre- 
dicts, “A great day of the Lord; a day of trouble and distress; 
a day of the horn and alarm, against the fortified cities and 
high towers.” 

In the name of God he would search out the offenders and 
drastically purge -Jerusalem. 


“At that time I will search out Jerusalem with lamps, 
And will punish the leisurely men 
Who say to themselves, 
‘The Lord will neither do good, nor bad.’ 
Neither their silver nor their gold 
Will be able to rescue them.” 


The other nations too will meet their doom since they are 
no less corrupt than Judah, and besides they have oppressed 
and persecuted. During his lifetime, Nineveh, the great 
Assyrian city, was completely destroyed. He, therefore, exhorts 
Judah and the other nations to repent, and promises salvation 
for those who turn to God. 
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EZRA THE SCRIBE 


Tradition attributes to him the founding of the “Great 
Synagogue” which served as the highest court of the land. It 
was composed of one hundred and twenty men, who as the 
successors to the prophets, were the teachers and interpreters 
of the Law. As a great constructive and energetic reformer, 
he vitalized Judaism and assured its future. 
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DEBORAH 
The Prophetess 


TAT! 


HAGGAITI 


AGGAI occupies a peculiar place among the prophets. 

It was not his part to predict for the future, but to 

declare the arriva! of the time for the fulfilment of the 

predictions of the former prophets. He reminded the people 

that were in exile in Babylonia that the period of exile predicted 
by Jeremiah had ended. 


. The Drophet echariah 
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arias Way 


Comfort ye 


comfort yemy people. 
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THE PROPHET 
MALACHI 


ALACHI, intensely and passionately Jewish, was the 

last of the prophets. With Nehemiah, he aided in 

reforming the conduct and morals of the returning 
exiles. He took the men to task for violating the covenant and 
betraying their Jewish wives by also taking to wife heathen 
women forbidden in marriage. 


Appealing for faithfulness in marriage, brotherly love, unity, 
and adherence to the Law, he said, 


“Have we not.all one father? 
Did not one God create us? 
Why then should one betray the other 
By violating the covenant of our fathers?” 


He pleaded for the support and observance of the Mosaic 
laws— 


“Remember the Law of Moses, my servant, 
Which I commanded him in 
Horeb for all Israel: 
Statutes and judgments.” 


Finally, he looked forward to a day of reconciliation between 
parents and children, upon which social security depends. 


“Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet, 
Before the coming of the great judgment day of the Lord. 
And he shall turn the hearts of fathers by their sons, 
And the hearts of sons by their fathers.” 
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IE N THE YEAR 70 of the present era, Jerusalem and the Temple were laid in ruins by the 
tz.03] armies of Rome. Independence gone, what was to become of Israel? It would have gone 
the way of annihilation had it not been for Rabbi Jochanan ben Zakkai, called by Hillel ‘‘Father 
of Wisdom” and ‘Father of the Coming Generations’. He conceived the future of Israel as a 


spiritual entity. So he established, in a small village, Javne, a school for the study and instruction 
of the Law, the Torah. 


Disciples came to him in great numbers. When he died, Rabbi Akiba continued his 
work, and after him Rabbi Meir, a great teacher, carried on the work of bringing to the dispersed 
children of Israel the light of the Torah. 


Through the work of those Tannaim and their disciples, a great number of thoughts 
of importance accumulated, so that Rabbi Judah-Ha-Nasi, who lived about 200 A. D., considered 
it timely to collect and classify all the teachings. Thus the great work, called Mishnah, meaning 
to teach, to clarify the Bible, came into existence. 


’ The Mishnah, in its essence a code of laws and regulations, had six parts or sedorim. 
Each of the parts had several treatises; sixty-three in all. 


The first seder is named Seeds, containing agricultural laws; the second,—Festivals; the 
third—Women, containing laws about marriage and divorce. The fourth is called Damages— 
Nesikin, having laws concerning property. The fifth deals with Sacred Things. The sixth is 
called Purification. 


The fourth seder, Damages, has at its end the Pirke Aboth, the best known treatise of 
the Mishnah. 


Pirke Aboth, in its style and contents, differs so greatly from the rest of the Mishnah, 
that its separation and independent life is quite natural. The exact time of its birth as a separ- 
ate book of six chapters is not quite well established. 


The original name of this collection of Sayings of the Fathers was simply Aboth, 
meaning Fathers. Only much later, in the year 1516, Prof. R. Travers Herford says, we find 
for the first time Pirke added to Aboth, and curiously, it occurs in a Christian and not in a Jew- 
ish book. 


Pirke Aboth consists of paragraphs on ethical maxims attributed to 65 teachers, Tan- 
naim, covering a period of about two centuries B. C. and two centuries A. D. The form and 
sentiment of these sayings are of such charm and force, that they found their way to the Jewish | 
heart, as no other writing ever has. It is now included in the prayer book, and has been so since 
the eleventh century. It became a custom to read a chapter on Sabbath afternoons, after Minhah 
service, during the summer months. In some countries, such as Spain, it was read on Sabbath 
mornings. In old Germany, the Pirke Aboth was read during the whole year, never ignored, 
never forgotten. 


With my group of engravings on Pirke Aboth, I am introducing an old acquaintance 
in a new garb. He is a dear friend of mine from my very young days. I remember him from the 
small Beth-Hamedrosh of my home town in South Russia. On Sabbath afternoons Perek (Pirke 
Aboth) was read to us,—full of hearty humor, pleasant and melodic, relating the wisdom of 
life, of fine relations between men and men, men and God,—not in the demanding manner of a 
superhuman being, but lovingly, understandingly as a father would say it. Even those passages 
that are seemingly harsh are meant merely to warn and prevent. 


Not only did. the Perek occupy a Sabbath afternoon hour, but it remained with us 
during the week days also. We used to live with its sayings, using words, passages and para- 
graphs in our daily language. Perek became a part of our lives. SR: 
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HE BOOK of Psalms, the prayers of Mankind, is also supreme in its art; it belongs 
| to universal literature. In its form it is the perfect expression of the Hebraic style of 


parallelism—repeating in the second line of a stanza a given motif, adding a figure 
or color. 


It is lyrical, musical and highly imaginative; above all it is the expression of an exal- 
ted, passionately God-loving Soul calling to Him from the lowest depths, de profundis, 
lamenting to Him over misery, pain, grief, fear personal and national; praying, praising, 
exalting in the glory of God, hoping for restitution, mercy and pity of a father towards his 
children. It is the outpouring of a tormented Soul to his Creator, bewildered over the well- 
being of the sinful and scornful, but still trusting in the ultimate triumph of God’s Jus- 
tice. It is universal in its appeal. 


For the Jew it is still more. The Tehilim is his companion upon the road of life 


until the very doors of eternity, and even then, walking the shadowy valley of death he is 
not afraid because: “thou art with me.” 


Many Jews know the Tehilim, all its 150 songs, by heart. It is the common people’s 
book as well as the Rabbi’s, 


It originates from the early biblical days, and was collected by unknown hands. The 
authorship is attributed to King David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, and a number of 
other singers, such as Assaph, the Sons of Korah, Jeduthun, Hemon the Ezrachite, Moses, 
Solomon, and others, beginning with David and ending with Ezra the Scribe. The book of 
Psalms consists of 5 books, corresponding, as some think, to the 5 books of the Torah. In 
the first book are only songs of David; in the second mostly Songs of the Sons of Korah; 
in the third mainly Assaph’s Psalms; the remaining two are liturgical. 


To me the Book of Psalms, the Tehilim, was a sweet dream to join with my pictor- 
ial accompaniment the other instruments, the cymbals, trumpet, psaltery, organs and harps 


in praising the Lord. Praising Him with timbrel and dance, and praising Him with brush, 
engraver’s needle, pen and pencil. Sue 
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The Boole Feclestastes 
Lamentations 
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SAUL, THE FIRST KING OF ISRAEL 


“Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah. They said to him: ‘Behold, you are old, and 
your sons walk not in your ways; now set up for us a king to 
judge us like all the nations.’ 


“Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name was Kish. 
He had a son whose name was Saul, young and good, and there 
was not among the Israelites a better man than he: From his 
shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people. 


“When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him: ‘Behold the 
man of whom I spoke to you: This one shall rule over my people.’ 
Then Samuel took the vial of oil and poured it upon his head, and 
kissed him, and said: ‘Has not the Lord anointed you to be prince 
over His inheritance?’ And Samuel said to all the people: ‘Do 
you see him who the Lord has chosen, that there is none like 
him among all the people?’ And all the people shouted and said: 
“Long live the king!’ ” 
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JOSHUA THE 
CONQUEROR 


OSHUA, the son of Nun, was the faithful servant of Moses, 
and a military leader. It was he who led the successful 
defense against the Amalekites when the Israelites came 

out of Egypt. He accompanied Moses to the mountain to 
receive the two tablets of the Convenant and awaited him 
there upon his descent. Afterward, in the wilderness, he was one 
of the two faithful spies of the twelve whom Moses sent to 
spy out the land of Canaan. 

Before Moses died, he appointed Joshua to lead the Israelites 
across the Jordan, and to conquer for them the Promised 
Land. He was a man of fine and noble spirit—a disciple of 
Moses. 

After the death of Moses, Joshua took command. He crossed 
the Jordan with the Israelites, and led them in successful 
battles against the host of kings that ruled in Canaan. He 
made a spectacular attack on Jericho, the key city to the con- 
quest of the land. He did not depend upon the sword alone, 
but trusted in God. 

Even the forces of nature seemed to be directed to his aid. 
In the battle against the Amorites, he commanded the sun to 
stand still upon Gibeon, and also the moon in the valley of 
Aijalon. “And there-was no day before it or after it that the 
Lord hearkened to the voice of man; for God fought for Israel.” 

Thus Joshua faithfully completed the unfinished task of 
Moses and Aaron. , The Israelites served God under his con- 
structive and God-inspired leadership. 
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KING SOLOMON’S JUDGMENT 


“And Solomon sat upon the throne of David his father; and 
his kingdom was established firmly. 


“Now two women of ill-fame came to the king, and stood 
before him. And the one woman said: ‘Oh, my Lord, this woman 
and I dwell in one house; and I gave birth to a child with her in 
the house. And the third day after I was delivered, this woman 
also gave birth; and we were together; there was no stranger with 
us in the house, only we two were in the house. And this woman’s 
child died in the night; because she lay upon it. Then she arose 
during the night, and took my son from beside me, while your 
handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom. And when I arose in the morning to nurse my child, 
behold, it was dead; but when I had looked well at it in the morn- 
ing, behold it was not my son whom I did bear.’ Now the other 
woman said: ‘Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is your 
son.’ And the former said: ‘No; but the dead is your son, and 
the living is my son.’ Thus they spoke before the king. 


“Then the king said: ‘The one declares: The living one is my 
son, and your son is the dead; and the other says: Nay; but your 
son is the dead, and my son is the living.’ Now the king said: 
‘Get me a sword.’ And they brought a sword before the king. 
And the king said: ‘Divide the living child in two and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.’ 


“Then spoke the woman whose the living child was to the king; 
for her tenderness was aroused for her son, and she said: ‘Oh, my 
lord, give her the living child, and above all do not slay it.’ But 
the other said: ‘It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it!’ 
Then the king answered and said: ‘Give her the living child, and 
by no means slay it: She is the mother thereof.’ 
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Inpeace with the world and life 
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Cast me not off in the time of old 
age; 

When my strength faileth, forsake 
me not. 
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Give ear unto our words: O Eternal! consider our 
meditations. May the words of our mouth, and the medi- 
tations of our heart, be acceptable in thy presence, O 
Eternal! who art our Rock, and our Redeemer. 

O cast us not out from thy presence; nor take thy holy 
Spirit from us. O cast us not off in old age; forsake us 
not when our strength faileth. Forsake us not, O Eter- 
nal, our God! and be not far from us. O perform a prod- 
igy for our welfare; that our enemies may see, and be 
ashamed, when thou, O Eternal! dost help and comfort 
us: for unto thee alone, O Eternal! we attend; answer us 


O Lord, our God! 
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Tevie the milkman in Tel-Aviv 
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A Family Portrait 
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Auto biographic 
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My grandfather Avrom Nehemia 
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My father Naftoli- Herts, 
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My son Eugene 
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International bankers 


In business for himself 
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The q°y in learning Torah 
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/here are nally Ways... 


Where is more then oneway of understanding the Torah. Such are the foures 


methods of inguiry indicated in the ‘Pard es(077@) by the four Janaim, 
Kabbi Ben Azai, Ben Lorna, Elisha Ben Avuah and Kabbi Akiba. The methods 
are of Fshat, Keme3, Leush, and Sod. 
Next are the thirteen ways of which Kabhi [shmael spears, that the Torah 
may be expounded. (FIWITI IF NT 7IWIY W17wW I) (We read It daily 
in our morning servicesrinu). 
Then again, there are the thirty-two gates of wisdorn pnentioned inthe 
Kabbalah, through which one can approach the symbolism and deep 
mysteries of the Torah. (ananman 35 adap wid pe Yban cor 9a. etd aris pyrayy 1s "m yyaynd2 ") 
Further are the seventy ways, the seventy faces that may shine from he 
Torah to the student who would approach tt with a searching heart. 
later Mabbalists were inclined to widen the scope of interpretations 
of the lorah. Isaac Luria sald that there is Six Hundred Jhousatid faces 
of the Torah, as mary, as there were souls in Israel at the time the Torah 
was given from Mount Sinaé . 
This would lead to the meaning that understanding of the Jora/: ts given to 
every mar according his own light. The Torah serids a ray of revelation 
to every person, and gives him the right fo triferprer It in Ais own way 
according to the roots of Ais soul. 
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(mar >pr79) 


He used 
to say, At five years the age is reached for the study of 
the Scripture, at ten for the study of the Mishnah, at 
thirteen for the fulfilment of the commandments, at fifteen 


for the study of the Talmud, at eighteen for marriage, at 
twenty for seeking a livelihood, at thirty for entering into 
one’s full strength, at forty for understanding, at fifty for 
counsel, at sixty a man attains old age, at seventy the 
hoary head, at eighty the gift of special strength (Psalm 
xc. 10), at ninety he bends beneath the weight of years, 
at a hundred he is as if he were already dead and had 
passed away from the world. 
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FAean niu 


o Swiss 


O bring us in 
peace from the four corners of the earth, and make us go 


upright to our land; 
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A Jewish State 
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AID FIDO PNA A 13ND OTN 


E have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers 
* have told us, what work thou didst in their 
days, in the times of old. 
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And to Jerusalem, thy city, return in mercy, and 
dwell therein as thou hast spoken; rebuild it soon in 
our days as an everlasting building, and speedily set 


up therein the throne of David. 
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